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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL, MZ 

SUBJECT: GPRM TO ASK FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF ASSISTANCE 

1. SUMMARY: INTERMITTENTLY DURING PAST TWO WEEKS TWO 
TROPICAL STORMS HAVE BATTERED MOZAMBICAN COAST EROM 
MAPUTO TO BEIRA. LOSS OF HUMAN LIFE HAS BEEN GREAT AND 
DAMAGE TO ANIMALS, CROPS AND HOMES EXTENSVE. GPRM PLAN 

TO ASK UN AND MEMBER NATIONS FOR EMERGENCY DISASTER RELIEF 
ASSISTANCE POSSIBLY WITHIN NEXT TWO DAYS. 

END SUMMARY 

2. DURING PAST TWO WEEKS SOURTHERN PART OF MOZAMBIQUE 
RAINS FROM TWO CYCLONIC STORMS. AREA MOST EFFECTED 
HAS BEEN AROUND XAI-XAI (EX-JOAO BELO), SITUATED 

NEAR MOUTH OE LIMPOPO RIVER, APPROIMATELY 210 
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KILOMETERS NORTH OE MAPUTO. 

TO DATE GPRM OFFICIALS INDICATE 300 PEOPLE HAVE 
DIED, OVER 2,500 HAVE BEEN LEET HOMELESS, DOZENS 
OF VILLAGES ALONG LOWER LENGTH OE LIMPOPO HAVE BEEN 
FLOODED OR COMPLETELY WASHED AWAY, THOUSANDS OE EARM 
ANIMALS HAVE PERISHED AND MANY FOOD CROPS HAVE BEEN 
DESTROYED. PRESS REPORTS THAT TOWN OP XAI-XAI IS UNDER 
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SIX FEET OF WATER AND THAT 13 KILOMETER SECTION OF MAIN 
ROAD BETWEEN MAPUTO AND BEIRA, PLUS TWO SMALL BRIDGES, 

HAVE BEEN WASHED OUT. PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OFEICIALS 
SAY FLOOD WATERS ALONG LIMPOPO HAVE NOT CRESTED AND 
LOSS OF LIFE AND DAMAGES COULD RISE FURTHER. 

3. IN MAPUTO AREA, FLOODING AND DAMAGE HAS NOT BEEN 
AS BAD. AFRICAN SUBURBS AROUND TOWN HAVE BEEN UNDER 
WATER FOR SEVERAL DAYS AND MAIN ROAD BETWEEN MAPUTO 
AND SOUTH AFRICA AND SWAZILAND WAS IMPASSABLE EOR A 
WEEK. RAILWAY LINK TO SWAZILAND WAS ALSO REPORTED OUT. 

WATER FILTRATION PLANT WAS FLOODED, (AND POSSIBLY DAMAGED), 
CONTAMINATING CITY'S DRINKING WATER. 

4. DURING FEBRUARY 16 MEETING WITH VISITING AE/S 
ECONOMIC OFEICER EATON AND EMBOEFS, JOAO BAPTISTA 
COSME, NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
AND NUMBER TWO MAN IN THE MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT, 

ASSESSED FLOOD AND STORM DAMAGES AS "VERY SERIOUS " AND SAID THAT 
HE PLANNED TO FLY OVER DIVASTATED AREAS LATER IN DAY 
WITH DEAN OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS AND UNDP RES REP. COSME SAID THAT 
AFTER TRIP AND FURTHER CONSULATION WITH UN OFFICIALS GPRM PLAN- 
NED TO ISSUE APPEAL THROUGH UN TO WORLD COMMUNITY TO ASSIST 
MOZAMBIQUE TO OVERCOME DIFFICULTIES CAUSED BY EXTENSIVE ELOOD- 
ING. COSME SAID REQUEST WOULD PROBABLY BE MADE WITHIN TWO OR 
THREE DAYS. 

5. COMMENT: A NUMBER OE LONGTIME PORTUGUESE RESIDENTS HAVE 
TOLD US THAT FLOODING OF LIMPOPO AND GREAT LOSS OF LIFE IS THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 MAPUTO 00155 171133Z 

WORST THEY CAN REMEMBER. EMBASSY PLANS TO CONSULT WITH UN 
OFEICIALS AND KEEP CLOSELY APPRISED OF SITUATION. EMBASSY 
WILL SUBMITACTIVE RECOMMENDATIONS IF APPROPRIATE. 

DE PREE 
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